
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES346 January 24, 1996 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 2567. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act relating to 
standards for constructed water convey-
ances. 

H.R. 2657. An act to award a congressional 
gold medal to Ruth and Billy Graham. 

H.R. 2726. An act to make certain technical 
corrections in law relating to Native Ameri-
cans, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 2567. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act relating to 
standards for constructed water convey-
ances; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself and 
Mr. HARKIN): 

S. 1524. A bill to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to prohibit smoking on any 
scheduled airline flight segment in intra-
state, interstate, or foreign air transpor-
tation; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for him-
self and Mr. HARKIN): 

S. 1524. A bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to prohibit smok-
ing on any scheduled airline flight seg-
ment intrastate, interstate, or foreign 
air transportation. 

THE AIRLINER CABIN AIR QUALITY ACT OF 1996 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
am introducing the Airliner Cabin Air 
Quality Act of 1996, which would pro-
hibit smoking on international flights 
to and from the United States by do-
mestic and foreign carriers. 

Mr. President, more than 50,000 stud-
ies have established the scientific evi-
dence incriminating cigarette smoking 
as a direct cause of death and dis-
ability. Volumes of evidence also docu-
ment similar health effects as a result 
of exposure to environmental tobacco 
smoke. For example, in 1991, the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health placed environmental to-
bacco smoke in its most significant 
category of human carcinogens. 

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy estimates that environmental to-
bacco smoke causes some 3,000 lung 
cancer deaths and 12,000 other cancer 
deaths each year. In addition, the EPA 
believes that 70 percent of the lung 
cancer deaths attributable to environ-
mental tobacco smoke are due to expo-
sures outside of the home. 

Environmental tobacco smoke expo-
sure leads to coughing, chest discom-

fort, and reduced lung function in non-
smoking adults. While these symptoms 
may seem minor in nature, their ef-
fects on individuals can have perma-
nent health and financial con-
sequences. It is estimated that flight 
attendants lose about $10,000 per year 
in salary if they are unable to work on 
international flights on which smoking 
is still allowed. 

Mr. President, in September 1992, the 
International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion [ICAO] passed a nonbinding resolu-
tion urging governments to take the 
necessary steps to ban smoking on all 
international flights as a safety and 
health measure. The resolution calls 
for the ban to be in place no later than 
July 1, 1996. I am hopeful, but not con-
fident, that the ICAO resolution will be 
successful. 

This past summer, ICAO released a 
working paper on the progress being 
made toward the implementation of its 
international smoking ban resolution. 
While developing the working paper, 
ICAO asked its more than 300 members 
to indicate their intentions with re-
spect to implementation of the smok-
ing ban. Of the 67 replies, 34 countries 
gave either no indication of their in-
tentions or indicated they were going 
to delay implementation. Another 10 
countries indicated implementation 
plans were under study. Only 24 coun-
tries stated that they would implement 
the smoking ban. Based upon replies to 
this questionnaire, some have esti-
mated that just 13 percent of all ICAO 
members will take the steps necessary 
to ban smoking on international 
flights. 

Mr. President, from the perspective 
of the United States, the potentially 
low rate of participation of other coun-
tries in an international smoking ban 
should be unacceptable. The United 
States and its carriers have repeatedly 
demonstrated their support for an 
international smoking ban. As the re-
sult of an agreement between the 
United States, Canada, and Australia, 
passengers traveling between these 
countries need not suffer through a 
smoke-filled flight. 

About a year ago, the Department of 
Transportation provided eight U.S. car-
riers with an antitrust waiver so they 
could discuss implementing a vol-
untary transatlantic smoking ban. De-
spite their unanimous resolve to move 
toward a smoke-free environment, the 
participating carriers were unable to 
reach an agreement. Many were unwill-
ing to ban smoking because of percep-
tions about competitive pressures from 
foreign carriers who are unwilling to 
voluntarily ban smoking. 

Mr. President, I have been active for 
many years in efforts to ensure clean 
cabin air for airline passengers. In 1988, 
I sponsored legislation that banned 
smoking on domestic flights of 2 hours 
or less. This law protected approxi-
mately 80 percent of all domestic pas-
sengers from the documented effects of 
environmental tobacco smoke. In 1989, 
based upon the success and popularity 

of the 2-hour smoking ban, Congress 
expanded the ban to include nearly all 
domestic flights. 

Mr. President, this legislation would 
extend the protection now enjoyed by 
domestic passengers and flight attend-
ants to those who fly into and out of 
this country. I wish other countries 
would enter into multilateral smoking- 
ban agreements on their own so this 
bill would be unnecessary. However, 
that does not seem likely. Therefore, 
this bill is needed to demonstrate the 
U.S. Congress’ resolve and continued 
leadership on this issue. The bill would 
create a level competitive playing field 
for carriers utilizing our market. And, 
most importantly, it would protect the 
health and safety of all those who fly 
internationally. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 877 

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska [Mr. 
STEVENS] was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 877, a bill to amend section 353 of the 
Public Health Service Act to exempt 
physician office laboratories from the 
clinical laboratories requirements of 
that section. 

S. 1028 
At the request of Mrs. KASSEBAUM, 

the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin [Mr. KOHL] was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1028, a bill to provide in-
creased access to health care benefits, 
to provide increased portability of 
health care benefits, to provide in-
creased security of health care bene-
fits, to increase the purchasing power 
of individuals and small employers, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1295 
At the request of Mr. HELMS, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. THOMPSON] was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1295, a bill to prohibit the reg-
ulation of any tobacco products, or to-
bacco sponsored advertising, used or 
purchased by the National Association 
of Stock Car Automobile Racing, its 
agents or affiliates, or any other pro-
fessional motor sports association by 
the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services or any other instrumentality 
of the Federal Government, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1418 
At the request of Mr. PRESSLER, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. FRIST] was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1418, a bill to provide for the more 
effective implementation of the prohi-
bition against the payment to pris-
oners of supplemental security income 
benefits under title XVI of the Social 
Security Act or monthly benefits under 
title II of such Act, and to deny such 
supplemental security income benefits 
for 10 years to a person found to have 
fraudulently obtained such benefits 
while in prison. 

S. 1421 
At the request of Mr. SIMON, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois [Ms. 
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